Media Release

10 February 2026

OFFICEWORKS BACK TO SCHOOL APPEAL RAISES OVER $1 MILLION TO SUPPORT
STUDENTS EXPERIENCING DISADVANTAGE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - For families doing it tough, the start of the school year can mean making
hard choices between the basics children need for the classroom and other everyday costs. This summer,
Australians have helped change that, raising over $1 million through the Officeworks Back to School

Appeal — enough to help support 1,511 students with the essentials and longer-term education support

they need to start the year ready to learn.

In partnership with The Smith Family, the annual Appeal ran from December 29, 2025, to February 8,
2026, with all proceeds going directly to The Smith Family’s Learning for Life program.

Generous members of the community were able to make a donation directly in their closest Officeworks
store or online when making their Back to School purchases, as well as by buying a box of bounce balls

at their local store, which sold out in most locations.

By state, New South Wales raised the most with $325,978 supporting 467 students, while Queensland
raised $255,550 supporting 365 students, Victoria and Tasmania raised $275,790 supporting 394
students, followed by South Australia ($49,553 and 71 students) and Western Australia ($69,722 and 99

students).

Three Queensland stores made it into the top five fundraising outlets nationally. Brisbane’s inner-west
Milton store was the highest fundraising store nationally with $21,269, supporting 30 students and was
closely followed by the team Toowoomba, in regional Queensland, raising $16,036 and supporting 23
students. Windsor, in Brisbane’s inner-north was the fourth highest fundraiser with $11,042.96, supporting
15 students.

In New South Wales, Sydney’s Pitt St store raised $15,453.22 to come in third, supporting 22 students
and North Ryde rounded up the top five raising $12,824.30 to support 18 students.



State breakdown (to Feb 8, 2026, in-store only):

State Amount Raised
New South Wales $325,978
Queensland $255,550
Victoria $275,790
Western Australia $69,722
South Australia $49,553

A further $65,023 was raised via online donations, with the Officeworks Support Office and Customer

Fulfilment Centre teams also contributing over $10,000 to the Appeal.

Officeworks Managing Director John Gualtieri said, "We're incredibly grateful to the thousands of
Australians who contributed to this year’s Officeworks Back to School Appeal. At Officeworks, we believe
every child deserves equal access to education, and the generosity shown by our customers and team
members will make a genuine difference for children experiencing educational disadvantage. Together,
we've helped ensure more young Australians can start the school year with the supplies and confidence

they need to learn and thrive.”

The Smith Family CEO, Doug Taylor said the partnership with Officeworks is helping transform

educational outcomes for young Australians.

“Providing early support in a child’s education creates lasting positive impacts that shape their future
trajectory. Our data shows that 85% of Learning for Life students successfully transition into employment,

education, or training within two and a half years of completing school.

“The ongoing partnership with Officeworks, combined with the generosity of their customers and team
members, enables us to equip more children with the essential resources they need to begin each school

year with confidence and opportunity.”
— ENDS -
Available opportunities include:

e In-store filming and photography access
o Interviews with Officeworks and The Smith Family spokespeople

Assets available:

e Click here to view photography
e Click here to view videography

e Click here for Mid Appeal milestone videography


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1FSIxRVrglTx4HVb0hvKM7v2IkfIaX1Im?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ThG5i4TsKINDQGtdAQLput1d5HL2CrjG?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TmTI5tQZKruBLhWKdzFKfVaUi0Sb0lLl/view?usp=sharing

e Click here for Mid Appeal milestone event imagery

e Click here to learn more about the Back to School Appeal

For further information, please contact:

Brittany Simpson Max Meaden

Media and Corporate Affairs Thrive PR + Communications
Manager, Officeworks max.meaden@thrivepr.com.au
bsimpson@officeworks.com.au 0429 212 800

0420 278 421

ABOUT OFFICEWORKS:

Established in 1994 in Richmond, Victoria, Officeworks is committed to making bigger things happen for its
customers, team, the community, and stakeholders. It operates 175 stores across Australia, a website that is home
to more than 40,000 products, a national call centre, and a business team that helps micro, small and medium-sized

businesses start, run and grow and Australians to work, learn, create and connect.

Officeworks offers customers a wide range of office supplies, technology, furniture, art supplies, education resources
and helpful services like print & copy and on-site and remote tech support through Geeks2U — delivering an

experience that is easy and engaging, no matter how customers choose to shop.

Officeworks is focused on the safety, wellbeing, and career progression of the more than 9,000 team members it
employs. It's also dedicated to operating in a sustainable manner, including building, and maintaining meaningful
connections with the communities in which it operates, fundraising for its national partners and local community

groups, continuing to reduce its impact on the environment and source responsibly.

ABOUT THE SMITH FAMILY:

The Smith Family helps young Australians experiencing disadvantage to create better futures for themselves through
harnessing the power of education. It partners with almost 800 Australian schools and supports almost 72,000
children and young people with its Learning for Life education support program. For more information visit

thesmithfamily.com.au

ABOUT THE SMITH FAMILY LEARNING FOR LIFE PROGRAM:
The Smith Family’s focus is on helping young Australians to overcome educational inequality caused by poverty. The
national, independent education charity works with thousands of children and their families throughout Australia to

help children access opportunity that change their futures.
The Learning for Life program provides students with support in three ways:

1. Financial assistance for core education-related expenses, including books, digital devices and
uniforms.

2. Alocal Smith Family Coordinator who works with the child’s family and school to encourage and
support their long-term participation in education.

3. Access to a range of Smith Family learning support and mentoring programs, including literacy and

numeracy, career and post-school pathways, as well as digital and financial literacy initiatives for
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parents and carers.

A unique feature of Learning for Life is the long-term nature of the program. Students can start the program in their

first year of primary school and continue right through to the completion of their education.

Referrals to the program are made through partnerships with schools in communities across Australia where The

Smith Family works.



