
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  
 

OFFICEWORKS’ BACK TO SCHOOL APPEAL TO HELP THOUSANDS OF  

AUSTRALIAN STUDENTS THRIVE 
 

 

27 December 2024 - As the new school year draws near, Officeworks has launched its 2025 Back to 

School Appeal, aiming to raise vital funds to support thousands of Australian students in need through The 

Smith Family’s Learning for Life program. Over the 12-year partnership, the Appeal has transformed the 

lives of over 60,000 students impacted by poverty and raised more than $9 million for The Smith Family’s 

Learning for Life program, thanks to the generosity of Officeworks customers and team members.  

 

Australian families are increasingly seeking support to navigate the financial pressures of the upcoming 

school year. Officeworks is calling on the community to help support students in need by donating to this 

year’s appeal in-store or online from 27 December until 9 February. All funds raised go directly to the 

Learning for Life program, empowering families affected by poverty to afford their child's essential school 

supplies. The program also provides personal support and access to additional educational initiatives, 

keeping students motivated, engaged, and connected to their learning journey. 

 

13-year-old Brooklyn and her mum Breeanne are one family supported on the Learning for Life program 

and say The Smith Family has eased financial stress and opened news doors for them through the 

additional learning programs and personal support.  

 

Brooklyn’s mother, Breeanne shared, “Before we started receiving The Smith Family funding, life was 

tough. I was trying to work out what was more important. Do I put petrol in the car, or do I get food? It’s 

really hard to prioritise – everything’s important when you’ve got little kids.”  

 

Brooklyn said, “My first year at high school has been really good. One of the things I’m most proud of 

myself for is I’m a good learner, and I love learning. Having the things that I need to be able to learn is 

important for my future.”  

 

“I think The Smith Family has taken a lot of stress off my mum and stepdad. It helps us get school uniforms 

and school shoes, which really helps, and it helps us pay for camp and excursions. I’m going to camp 

soon, and if I didn’t get to go, I think I would feel really left out.” 

 

The Smith Family’s CEO, Doug Taylor said: “Our enduring partnership with Officeworks and the Back 



 

 

to School Appeal has created opportunities for thousands of young people experiencing disadvantage. 

Our focus is on helping students to make the most of their education, by providing them with the essentials 

they need to start the school year, and tailored learning and mentoring support so they can keep up with 

their peers and stay engaged with their education,” Taylor said. 

 

“Like The Smith Family, Officeworks shares a vision of a world where every child has the chance to create 

a brighter future for themselves, and break the cycle of poverty, through the power of education.” 

 

Officeworks Managing Director Sarah Hunter said “We believe that every child should have equal 

access to a quality education, and we’re committed to promoting strong educational outcomes for all 

Australian students. We’re proud of how Officeworks’ long-term partnership with The Smith Family helps 

us to make a real impact in students' lives, helping to close the literacy, numeracy and social connection 

divide for so many young people in Australia.” 

 

The community can donate to the Back to School Appeal in all Officeworks stores or online and help 

raise vital funds to support children overcome educational inequality caused by poverty by donating.  

To find out more visit www.officeworks.com.au/campaigns/donate. 
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Assets available:  

• Click here to view photography  

• Click here to view videography  

• Click here to learn more about Breeanne and Brooklyn's Story 

 

 
For further information and imagery, please contact: 

Natalie Rixon  

Officeworks  

nrixon@officeworks.com.au 

0402 021 274  

 

 Priya Shah  

Alt/Shift  

priya@altshift.com.au  

0429 269 622 

 

ABOUT OFFICEWORKS 

Established 30 years ago in Richmond, Victoria, Officeworks is one of Australia’s leading retailers, selling a range of products and 

services in a variety of areas including technology, stationery, education resources, furniture, art supplies and print and create. 

Officeworks is convenient for its customers all over Australia, operating more than 170 stores, online channels with 40,000 

products, and delivering to over 3,000 postcodes. The Officeworks Business team help Australian businesses of all sizes, including 

small businesses through to Government, Schools and Early Learning Centres, start, run and grow.  Officeworks is helping its 

customer’s work, learn, create and connect, so they can help make bigger things happen. 

 

ABOUT THE SMITH FAMILY 

The Smith Family is a national children’s education charity that works with children and young people to overcome educational 

inequality caused by poverty – so they can thrive now and into their futures. Visit www.thesmithfamily.com.au 
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