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ONE IN SIX AUSSIE KIDS AT RISK OF MISSING THE BASICS FOR SCHOOL. 

THROUGH THE OFFICEWORKS BACK TO SCHOOL APPEAL YOU CAN HELP 

CHANGE THAT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Officeworks has launched its annual Back to School Appeal with 

children’s education charity, The Smith Family, aiming to raise $1 million to support more than 1,400 

students experiencing disadvantage across Australia. 

One in six Australian children and young people grow up experiencing disadvantage, meaning they 

risk going without access to the school essentials they need and falling behind. By reaching its 

fundraising target, the Officeworks Back to School Appeal will help provide students on The Smith 

Family’s Learning for Life program with essential school supplies, uniforms, shoes, camps, 

excursions, as well as personalised support so they can thrive now and into their futures. 

From today, 29 December 2025, Officeworks customers can donate to the Appeal when shopping 

online, in-store, or by purchasing a box of bounce balls – with all donations going directly to The 

Smith Family’s Learning for Life program. 

Melita, mother of Learning for Life student Audrina, said, “When I connected with The Smith Family, 

I was a single mum, caring for my daughter Audrina and my mum, and providing kinship care for my 

nieces and nephews. I was struggling financially at the time and was just making ends meet on a 

casual wage. The Smith Family was there to support us through Audrina’s Learning for Life 

sponsorship. 

“My number one wish for Audrina is to be happy and follow her heart and passions. I want her to 

beat the past barriers our family members have faced, and The Smith Family is helping her do that.” 

Officeworks Managing Director, John Gualtieri, said, “At Officeworks, we believe that every child 

should have equal access to education. We know that having the right supplies and support around 

them, can be the difference between a child feeling left out, or walking into the classroom feeling 

confident, included and ready to learn. 

“For 13 years, our customers, team members and partners have rallied behind a purpose bigger 

than ourselves and together, we have raised more than $10.6 million and supported over 15,800 

students through the Officeworks Back to School Appeal. 

“By working together, we can help break the cycle of poverty through the power of learning, and 

that’s why we’re calling on Australians to once again to support the Appeal - because a small act like 

adding a donation at the checkout, or buying a box of bounce balls, can help make a big difference 

in a child’s life.” 

The Smith Family CEO, Doug Taylor, said the partnership with Officeworks is changing outcomes 

for thousands of young people. 

“Early support and intervention in a young person's education can have a lasting impact that changes 

their future. We know that 85% of Learning for Life students were engaged in employment, 

education, or training two and a half years after leaving school. This reaffirms why it’s crucial that we 

help all students and their families get the tools and support they need. 

“Through our Learning for Life program, our students have a safe and supportive environment to 

engage in activities to develop their academic skills, including homework, numeracy, and literacy 
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and mentoring programs. It’s amazing to see the genuine impact of our programs and hear first-hand 

from parents who say, “this has changed the confidence of my child”, and that’s exactly what we aim 

to do. 

“Our enduring partnership with Officeworks and the generosity of their customers and team members 

means more children can start the school year with what they need to create a brighter future right 

from the start.” 

The Officeworks Back to School Appeal will run from Monday, December 29, 2025, to Sunday, 

February 8, 2026. Australians across the country are encouraged to donate at their local Officeworks, 

online at Officeworks.com.au or by purchasing a box of bounce balls, to help all school children get 

a fair go in their educational journey. 

– ENDS – 

Available opportunities include: 

• In-store filming and photography access 

• Interviews with Officeworks and The Smith Family spokespeople   

Assets available:  

• Click here to view photography - Officeworks, The Smith Family Learning Club  

• Click here to view videography 

• Click here to learn more about the Back to School Appeal 

For further information, please contact: 

Brittany Simpson  

Media and Corporate Affairs Manager, 

Officeworks 

bsimpson@officeworks.com.au  

0420 278 421 

Lucy Roff 

Thrive PR  

lucy.roff@thrivepr.com.au  

0403 125 314 

 

ABOUT OFFICEWORKS: 

Established in 1994 in Richmond, Victoria, Officeworks is committed to making bigger things 

happen for its customers, team, the community, and stakeholders. It operates 175 stores across 

Australia, a website that is home to more than 40,000 products, a national call centre, and a 

business team that helps micro, small and medium-sized businesses start, run and grow and 

Australians to work, learn, create and connect.    

Officeworks offers customers a wide range of office supplies, technology, furniture, art supplies, 

education resources and helpful services like print & copy and on-site and remote tech support 

through Geeks2U – delivering an experience that is easy and engaging, no matter how customers 

choose to shop.   

Officeworks is focused on the safety, wellbeing, and career progression of the more than 9,000 

team members it employs. It’s also dedicated to operating in a sustainable manner, including 

building, and maintaining meaningful connections with the communities in which it operates, 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gTJ8LSz34B32EXraFizzgI8upcdHf-jl?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TdysgJQGMMsb11RgvLouQ9ytefKIwnZx?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p3Io-tvbx-4I_1cY2fVE0-GlbkssrWwR/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.officeworks.com.au/campaigns/donate
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fundraising for its national partners and local community groups, continuing to reduce its impact on 

the environment and source responsibly.   

 

 

ABOUT THE SMITH FAMILY: 

The Smith Family helps young Australians experiencing disadvantage to create better futures for 

themselves through harnessing the power of education. It partners with almost 800 Australian 

schools and supports almost 72,000 children and young people with its Learning for Life education 

support program. For more information visit thesmithfamily.com.au 

ABOUT THE SMITH FAMILY LEARNING FOR LIFE PROGRAM: 

The Smith Family’s focus is on helping young Australians to overcome educational inequality 
caused by poverty. The national, independent education charity works with thousands of children 
and their families throughout Australia to help children access opportunity that change their futures.  

The Learning for Life program provides students with support in three ways: 

1. Financial assistance for core education-related expenses, including books, digital devices 
and uniforms. 

2. A local Smith Family Coordinator who works with the child’s family and school to encourage 
and support their long-term participation in education. 

3. Access to a range of Smith Family learning support and mentoring programs, including 
literacy and numeracy, career and post-school pathways, as well as digital and financial 
literacy initiatives for parents and carers. 

A unique feature of Learning for Life is the long-term nature of the program. Students can start the 
program in their first year of primary school and continue right through to the completion of their 
education. 

Referrals to the program are made through partnerships with schools in communities across 
Australia where The Smith Family works. 

 

 

https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/

