
Learn to 
draw your 
favourite 
animal. 

Ready to draw your favourite animal? 

We’ve collaborated with Melbourne-based illustrator Ashley Ronning to share 
her tips for perfecting your furry friend.  

If you’re starting out, use the practice sheets from the in-store class and 

follow her simple tips: 

• Start with basic shapes to draw all kinds of subjects, including people, buildings and plants – 
almost anything! Making sure you have the shapes and proportions right at the beginning of 
your drawing creates a strong foundation.  

• Graphite pencils vary in hardness, from very hard and light 9H to very soft and dark 9B. HB 
pencils are right in the middle – soft enough to see what you are drawing but light enough to 
erase easily. Choose a pencil that suits the work you are doing.  

• If you are having trouble drawing a circle freehand, use a round object like a glass or bowl and 
trace around it. Use a ruler if you’re not confi dent with straight lines. You can even use 
another pencil as a small ruler if you don’t have a ruler on hand. 

• Outlining your work with a fi neliner gives it a professional, neat fi nish. Fineliner tips come in 
various widths, from less than a millimetre to a few millimetres. Practise with a variety of sizes 
to fi nd a size that suits your style. 

• Wait a minute before you erase the pencil from underneath your fi neliner so you don’t 
smudge the lines. The fi neliner ink will remain wet for a few moments, but won’t take long to 
dry. 

• Once you’ve had practice drawing your animal from one side, try some other angles. Draw the 
animal from the front, side-on, from the back, even from above if you’re feeling confi dent. 

• Animals often have really interesting colours on their fur, feathers or skin. You may want to try 
blending diff erent coloured pencils to get the colour and shading just right. 

• A large part of successful drawing is observation. Make sure you take in as much detail as 
possible with your eyes and translate that information onto the paper. 



 


